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Amphion Argon 2
Loudspeaker

As the copy date approzched [ was
getting a bit worrded. The sparkly news
uniesed speakers | had unpacked
severl shorl wesks helose wene

nest thiose that now sad before me,
The promise they had showed was

a distant memory And | really thought
thit | was paing to have a problem
when il came to producing & review
Let me explain, When the Amphion
Argon 2 first arrived it was a bl

of a revelation. As mentiomed, the
rEiew panr were Ialally unused
and &5 with all new HiF it is wise
nt b make snap judgements

until & bresk-in period has

elapsed. Bul it was imposible I

et b0 b impressed by their
perlormanse over the first
few days. Indeed, | was

thinking that this might |-
well be one of the very i
best suby 51000 spaakers #

| had heard at home. Sitting

atop my Revel stands they had

all the haltmarks of a real linke gem

(i v Tl excuse the pun), Here was

a speaker that married escellent
banchwicdth, with a crisp, nicely etched
senee of detail and an immediate sense
af rhythmic and musical iogetherness,
But nins; some weeks later they had
curiously kost the edge that had made
them seem special and were now solt,
tomally flat and frenkly bosing. And
wherne, despite their relative Inaficlency
they had responded o the vilurme
control with relsh they now pafused
tor ewake from thedr slumbsers, sven
under heavy power, | eliminaied the

by Chris Thomos

obwicas, which wes that something,
somaswhiene was broken and was left
wishing that the real Argon 11 would
stand up and be counted. Fortunatehy,
a few davs later it staned to,

Deesigned and
mianufactured by Amphion in Finland

the Argon 2 is the entry model in

a range of 4 lowdspeakers. This 15 8 two
wity, rear ported enclosure of compac
dimenstons necessalating & stand
rnocid, more of which later The fos
visually siviking thing & (e way in
which e tweeter s been moumted
i the throat of a deep ballle scoop,
the size and shape of which mirrors
the exiact dimensions of the bass driver

In Fact & is wol really deep enongh to
b calbed & horm and Amphion refer
bov it a8 a waveguicle, [ s easy encugh
tor see that this brings the acoustic
centres of both drivers tagether and
odfers time alignment, but when you
first s2e it vou can’t help but imagine
that the amount af wossd in front of
the tweeter |5 godng bo introduce all
sorta ol rellective problems
il presitaly some phiase
anomalies too, Speaker
designers have abways old
mie thisl one of thedr primary
concernns is that the weeter
should have as smooth an
interface with the culside world
a5 possitde and, o first glance,
thiz seemed to break that rule
But the aim of Amphicn & to
control the directionality of the
tweetar o Zive & more even off-axis
response. By placing the tweeter al
the meck ol an identical flare (o ihe
omne usedd on the bassfmid driver, vou
pravide it with similar cowpling and
dispersion chamacieristics to the bigger
driver s one of the benefils that KEF
cite for their Link0) drivers, and shoukd
imeake the crossover point harder to
spod and thus less intrusive.

Baoth drivers are aluminiwm and
made o Amphion's own specification
by SEAS. The bass/mid driver measuraes
6.5 inches and the teseter B a l-nch
chovme deslgn. The cablnals are superly
midade, The review sample finished in
a blonde birch keoked greal, parficulary
the way in which the veneer had been
worked within the flare of (he =3
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h" wave-guide. 'T'!u_-}- can I_He-.'b:inHI.t- £

Diswired and the terminal quality
looks excellent though vou will need
a spanmer b adjest the connections,
s tighl are the threads,

Where the two arcs of the wave-
guide and the bass demver are at their
closest, which s vight in the middle
of the baflke, is the point scurce and
the level at which you wani your ear
iz bie and this means a stand height of
roughly bebween 60 and Tlem. Madium
ix hkgh-mass standds with a large
i plate seems o be the general
recoanmiendation as the speaker
itsell 15 no lght-weight and 15
plivaically guite deep Kudos
waork quile well, Alachma are
beiter and the Tanget R4 is
alsa a strong possityilite
My own Gem stands am
a little oo tall to ke lotally
ideal but the Amphions,
sitting on 4 blabs and
& thin line af Blutak
seemed, eventualky, to
he quite happy there.
Siting them is easy,
depending on how
rikch Foem you
have. Pull thesm as
far aut inie the
FOEHT A5 WOl Can 15
my recommendation il
il wani fo Fesar them al ther
best, They have excellent low
frequency extension and need no
help from rear walls or corners but
they are still quile tolemnt of nearwall
placement, though vou will loose
some of that open throated clarity
they are so good at

Ampliflcation is an interesting
o, Despite their humble price thesa
speakars will not be at thair mast
succesaful in a system with other
simiblarly priced components, Their
tanal balance could cemainly be
degeriben &% lean rather than rich
bt o thing it does do i to leave
you in na doubt as to the nature of
the driving amplifier 1§ vou employ
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a lean, I|.i|_.1|1-r|-,,u:|n]uriru|..~:|:nf-e:d rve=rehaant,

even ane as good as the Spectral, you
miny find the Amphions tonally a touch
o the chilly side, Their lowish S6dB
efficiency necessitates an amplifier o
considerablde power, but it is more the
nature of this power that is important,
Fut simply and ever so slightly crudely,
it craves fal power rather than lean
power and, thowgh [ unlorunately had
o part with it recently, [ cannoct help

(hinking that
thie= l::a.l:mqr Msdia
CA BB waould Bave been
a berrific pariner for these speakers
Lltimately, valves may be the way to
g with the Argon Z; budget lapanese
integrated amps need not apply
Cerainly speaking to the designer
in Finland and the importer [ found
they were both recommending
several thousand pounds waorth of
amplificatson. &ned  vou think thal
amy sulby 51000 speaker would sound
gl under these clrumatances, think
again. | see no probdem in using thase
speaskers wilh surce and amplifcaton
n:::l:in_ld_ many Eiraess Hiear oo viale
The: dumb pericad that the Argon 2

wenl threngh lasted approsimately
tweey woereks vl atill remaing a mysiery,
Me=ither manulacturer mor nmporter
hadd ever encoumtersd such o owildly
variabbe performance, There seem
to b a couple of possiblie answers,
Either this was a natural electnoe-
mechanical break-in effect with
crossover components and drivers
behaving in & temporarily mon-inear
wiary, 07 there were some external
influences like an inconsistent mains
suppie | am told that same Shahanian
speakers are known to go through
such “ofl” pericds during
their lengthy run-in time.
But me, I've never Known
anything like this degree of
variabiliny ihough | was mighty
glad when ihey siarted (o come
back 16 x|1|'|wi||.H the [rormise |
the early lstening U put ot desn
10 EXpericnces,
Integrated mssical clarity would
be a pood way o describe how the
Argon 2 poes about its business. The
speaker has a bandwidth that it seems
camfortable with and in contral of
If the wavesguide is an altempt 1o
smanth the response of both drivers
into one another ansund the crossover
pixing, then it has succesded and you
are laft with a virtually seamless
muslcal perflormance that has the
resmarkabbe abulity 1o detach el from
thes speikirs 1o give jisd aboul one of
{he most salid musical pictunes | have
heard fram o small speaker Every
design has a different way of fmming
the sound and af these price levels you
often find a strong leftfright presence
with a detached centre fill but the
Argon 2 spreads the sound In & solid
unbroken image right across the stage
with plenty of vigour Bass s very well
extended, given the speakers size and
very lighily controdled. N sops and
starts with commendabde spesd and
hias very litle sense of the cabinet in
it bomalibe |E Doaws smosthly inba & lean
Bt aapaesn riiclband which rrighl souinad
a litle mean with a comventional



P tweeter installation. It certainly doses

not have an encrmously extendsed feel
abcut it but the wave-guide does sesm
1z bring & greater sense al presence
(ol fopward veas) to the reble o,
alihough the Argon 2 might nod have
as much "air” and sparkle as you might
expect, it certainky has a great feeling
af salidity and impact, This tog end
presence is quite wmessal and hias
absidutely none of the possible side
effects | was anticipating, Cite the
apposite in fact as it is not remaotely
“phasey” and has great foces and
projection though it never sounds
arfificial, constricted or unnatural.
The promised off-axis

U 1%
excellent and vou can sit way off

the hod spot with a bamedy discernibde
drop in high-end response and even
using the speakers cn their side alters
thie shape of the sound very little.

Terp quality Bluegrass musicians ane
same of the finest acoustle players on
thi= planet blessed with a feel for tima
like: lew others and Tony Rlee &= one
o Bheir leading lghis, This flalplcking
whizared occassonally ums his attentions
tor esther kinds of rsac & he did on
Bactwaters (Rounder 0617) where,
with a band of 5 others he leaned ever

s slightly into the jazz arena. The CD
has a rather unesual sound bBut tha
ensemble interplay is what has ahvays
drwn me back to It Listening to it
thicdegh thie Argon 2 it was easy to
see why There B no drommer on
this album so the musicians have no
timekeeper ather than themsetves.
Rice lights the way as he sets up a
chomdal highway that the bass player
sits just undernesth, subtly suggesting
new harmionic possibilities by oot
ahways concentrating on the daminant
notes of the chond. The twin violins
and mandalin explose thair way in and
aut of the structure, but the band an
even more interesting when the chords
stop. You can still hear the progression
in your head as small solos pull
vour emotions one way
then the ather. | loved
ihe sheer clarily that the
Amphicns bought to the
performances and the way
Phat they allowed each plaver
his owen spasce and time, The
sulbtiety of the mandalinists
plectrum lechnigue and the
shieer variation of expression
that vibrato haolds for the master
wias all very well illuminated
by the Argon 25, I've heand this
disc drift by almost unnoticed
Ol METY an expensive system but
these little speakers gave it an air
of polgmancy that really made the
experance worhwhile,
Rischelle Fermell on the othes hand
demands a different set of strenghs,
frctivicnentity {Conr §dwe maee ), (Capital
BatEl i ) s a showcase for her alenls
and her vocal mnge and, especially
om the uptempo numbers, recording
subdtlety was sacrficed for impact.
There has been a lod of production
g into this album most of it devobed
to pisshing the whole band into your
livimg Poom s you just can® ignore
i, or her Listen to it on the liitle
Amphions and you soon realise that
Ll abm b been o capiure the impact
o & live gig on C0 There's quite a lol
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going on and some of the trcks ane
quite dense but the "lightness” af the
Argon 2% touch and its quick recovery
from heavy transients meant it made
comparatively easy waork of i Again,

[ was predty amazed al the way they
pratnd a full widih piciure of the music
witile il refaining that sense of comtrol
oo Borthy the big and e small aspects
oo the recording,

This iz a very good all rounder
with o notabde weaknesses though
Eheres ares o R things 1o besar in mind.
The biggest considenstiaon will b e
driving amplifier, which shoulbd be
chosen so a5 nol to exaggerate the

alrewdy lean balance of the speaker,

i should also be of adeguate power;
the Argon 2% can soak up power like

a sponge. But given that, [ doubt
your'll find too many speakers at this
price with as much 1o offer. Oh, and
miake sure you audition a pakr that

have been well run-n. bop
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Type- Redr pomed Tan-wiy
[ 3.5 ach uminiss
ligrig-mid
Virgh abeminium dne hi
Effaciency: AT
Impetance: i Qhm
Bamdwitth: A= 20000H : - Adh
Dimensions (s 38081900 1 0me
Finbshaes: oz ey, Birch,
painted black,
painted dhver
Prices: o000 for cherry
and hirch
{750 Tor Wack and sikee
UK Distributors:
Audinerafl
Ted. [4411001 BaE-T52340
E-Mail. becimmalcer digenic oo
Fanufacturer:
Ampiion Loudspeakers
et mwwamphioafi
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